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Meeting Highlights

 On Tuesday March 11th, the Wright Flyers held 

the monthly membership meeting at  the Monticello 

Middle School. 

 The business meeting was called to order at 7:10 

PM  by president Scott Leiferman. There were 9 

members present including four club officers.

 The secretary read the minutes of the February 

meeting as published in the March newsletter. The 

minutes were approved as published and read.  

 There was no treasurer’s report available for the 

meeting.

 Rich Johnson reported that he has two more safety 

signs for the east and west ends of the field. He did 

not get a spare in hopes that the mounting of all the 

signs with tamper-proof fasteners will sufficiently 

deter theft of the signs. Garth Landefeld related an 

incident that a park user who fishes in the river had 

witnessed. It  involved an unidentified club member 

having a tough time convincing a person who was 

apparently  not a club/AMA member that the person 

couldn’t fly at the park field. Although this 

information is found on the rules sign in the pit area, 

there was consensus at  the meeting that it is not well 

displayed that AMA is required to fly at the field. To 

that end, another sign will be commissioned to 

convey  just that information in the hopes that similar 

confrontations with the public would be less likely.       

 Garth Landefeld reported first that the frequency 
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The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 8th, 2008. 

It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School.

board is currently  at Buzz Plante’s shop for 

modifications and that the portable toilet will begin 

its service at the field on April 1st.  Scott Leiferman 

proposed and will implement placing a poster in the 

portable toilet to inform the users from the park’s 

walking path that this toilet facility is complements 

of the Wright Flyers RC Club as opposed to being 

funded through their tax dollars by the Wright 

County Parks Department. 

 John Kossieck will again assume the role of rodent 

control at the field. His prime effort is inserting 

poison pellets into the closed underground runs of the 

pocket gophers. It  does require a special technique 

and constant vigilance to keep this breed of gophers 

under control. John does not come to the field 

regularly enough to always “feed” these gophers but 

is willing to teach others if they are willing to work 

with him. 

 Rich Johnson retracted his invitation to “bus” with 

him to the AMA R/C Extreme event in Muncie 

Indiana in June. It turned out the date of the event 

was moved to a time Rich is not available to attend.

 Field cleanup day is still set for Saturday, April 5th. 
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If the weather is really  bad, the alternate would be 

the next  day, Sunday April 6th. Dave Nims was 

given custody of the new Stars & Stripes  windsock 

to replace the existing tattered one.

 Scott Leiferman noted that the club website and 

discussion forum have been relatively inactive this 

winter. He is going to start posting on some of the 

forum threads and encourages anyone to join him 

there. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 PM.

Coming Events

Weak Signals R/C Expo - The famous annual 

Toledo R/C Show is scheduled for April 4th, 5th & 

6th at the Seagate Center in Toledo, Ohio. See their 

web site http://www.toledoshow.com/ for details. 

WFRC Field Cleanup Day - The annual member 

volunteer workday is set for Saturday, April 5th. The 

main activity that we always need help  for is 

leveling gopher mounds, filling wheel ruts on the 

field and rolling the field. Also a new windsock and 

field boundary  warning signs need to be installed. 

There could be some repairs needed to the tables in 

the shelter or pit area. If we can get a tractor, the 

parking lot usually could benefit from a smoothing 

out as well.

TCRC Spring Float Fly - The annual event is 

scheduled for Saturday, May 10th at Bush Lake Park 

in Bloomington. Flying is scheduled to start at 11 

AM. The event is open to anyone with AMA 

membership. Check the TCRC Club web site for 

details at www.tcrconline.com

Sky Hobby Swap Meet - The spring session of this 

swap meet is scheduled for Sunday, May 18th in the 

parking lot of the store at 7138 Chicago Ave. South 

in Richfield. The event starts at 8 AM. Contact 

Jeremy Steinmueller at 612-861-5587 for details.

Meeting Show and Tell

 Scott Leiferman brought in one of his winter 

building projects. It is the 64” wingspan Great 

Planes Extra 300S which is a balsa die-cut kit. 

 GP calls for a 60-91 two-stroke or 91-120 four-

stroke engine. Scott decided to go with a 91 four-

stroke which he felt  would be plenty of power for the 

style of flying he likes to do. Scott  felt the kit’s die-

cutting was quite exact but that the balsa stock for 

sheeting was a bit on the soft side to be sturdy 

enough under the Monokote coating he used.

  Although Scott loves to build, he had no time for 

the multi-piece ABS cowling and wheel fairings in 

the kit so obtained aftermarket fiberglass parts to 

finish the plane. He has a brand new OS 91 Surpass 

4-cycle for the engine. 

 Based on some forum discussions, Scott added 

significant surface to the stock rudder which is 

suppose to enhance the Extra’s knife-edge capability. 

The stock tail wheel setup wasn’t  to Scott’s liking so 

Field as it looked on 3/30/08

Scott Leiferman’s Great Planes Extra 300S 

http://www.tcrconline.com
http://www.toledoshow.com/
http://www.toledoshow.com/
http://www.tcrconline.com


3

he used another style tail gear to lessen the tendency 

of the GP design to break out of the rudder. 

 The attachment of the main gear to the fuselage 

was not to Scott’s liking either so he switched from 

the metal screws to breakaway nylon screws to 

prevent fuselage damage on a rough landing. He had 

good success getting the stock canopy smoke tinted 

with the standard Rite Dye soaking method. Scott is 

using a 2.4 GHz spread spectrum radio in the Extra. 

The classic long pushrod linkage is used to mount 

the rudder and elevator servos over the wing in the 

fuselage. Scott’s only concern was whether the 

wheel size and pants would hinder the plane’s 

operation off a grass surface. 

WFRC Membership Report

 At the March meeting we welcomed back Mike 

Munoz, a former member returning after a couple 

year absence. With Mike and another new member 

for 2008 we are up 22 members for this year. To date 

there are still 16 members who have not  renewed 

their WFRC membership. Of these 16, only five 

have not renewed their AMA yet for 2008. So as we 

head into the outdoor flying season, it is hopeful that 

most all of the members from last  year will be 

joining us again for this season. Just remember, a 

bird in the hand can’t fly until you let go of it. If a 

phrase like that doesn’t inspire you to re-up, who 

knows what it would take?

AMA Park Pilot Partners

 The Academy of Model Aeronautics is establishing 

a newcomer help  system for those who are just 

getting started in this sport and may need assistance. 

It will be referred to as the Park Pilot  Partner 

program. 

 In order to assemble the necessary resources to 

accommodate such a service we are asking our 

members to step  up and make themselves available 

via E-mail to answer questions generated from these 

new participants. This is an opportunity to share 

your expertise with those who may need your 

assistance. 

 Those who are interested must be current adult 

AMA members willing to share their E-mail address. 

Those addresses will be posted on the AMA Web site 

in the "Members Only" section and searchable by 

geographical area to provide efficient and effective 

assistance. After you have logged in to the members 

only AMA site you can go to the Park Pilot Partners 

program and click the subscribe box.

 Currently, there is one AMA member that is signed 

up in the program within a 25 mile radius and only 

three members within a 50 mile radius of the Wright 

Flyers. Consider subscribing to the program if you 

are willing to give help  to those who join the AMA 

as park flyers and then use their access to the AMA 

web site to find help with their electric models.

Is Your Flying Site Ready for the 
Season?
by Ashley Rauen. AMAInsiderEditor

 Winter’s finally moving on and spring is moving in. I’m 
sure many of you have spent  your time indoors and out  of 
the cold developing new creations to impress fellow 
modelers and yourself this upcoming season. 

 Your model is ready, but is your flying site? 

 For those with club’s that are located in the colder parts 
of the nation, winter storms can do significant damage to 
a field. On the other hand, warmer states endure the rainy 
season and high waters—also damaging to flying sites. 
The field may look okay at  first  glance, but it’s the small 
details that make a site nicer and safer. 

 Here are some things to look for when preparing your 
flying site for the 2008 season: 

• Are there fences surrounding your flying site?  When snow 
accumulates, it can be quite heavy. Abundant frozen snow 
sitting on a fence can quickly wear it down and cause 
separation or breakage. Walk the fenced areas around your 
flying site and check for holes or places where the fence may 
have fallen down. A quick mend can enhance the appearance 
of the site as well as keep wandering critters from getting too 
close to your models. 

• Check the runway and surrounding areas for holes or loss of 
terrain. Bald spots in grass or dips in the ground are 
unappealing and leave uneven surfaces that can cause injury 
if an individual is not watching his or her step. Take the time 
to lay grass seed in worn areas or fill in holes with loose dirt. 
If your site uses a paved runway, look into recovering the 
damaged areas or speak with your site owner about the 
possibility of repaving. It may mean a fundraiser for your 
club, but a smooth surface to taxi your new models is worth 
it. 

• Are there trees on or around your site? While they may not 
be near your flying area, trees can affect your flight. Broken 
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2008 Club Officers
........... ..............Pres Scott Leiferman 763-682-2707

............. ....VP Wayne Van Den Boom 763-428-2360
... ....................Treasurer Perry Dzuik 763-477-6865
... ......................Secretary Leo Davids 763-263-3577
.. .............Safety Off Garth Landefeld 763-497-5828

... .....................News Ed Jean Davids 763-263-3577

If you have news or ideas for articles you 

would like to see, you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net Or call me at 

763-263-3577.  Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

limbs and twigs can become airborne in high winds. They 
can easily damage property or possibly cause injury.  Inspect 
around the tree line for any loose branches that can be 
removed from the area.

• Do spectators spend time at your field? If so, it is assumed 
that some form of seating is available to them. Take an 
inventory of all your seating surfaces. Do any of the chairs 
have broken legs? Are there any exposed nails sticking out 
of that picnic table? Sometimes a quick coat of paint can 
work wonders in turning that scratched and dented 
equipment into a welcoming visitor area. 

• Take inventory of all signs posted at your site.  Have some 
fallen down or been damaged by the harsh weather? Are the 
signs still legible or do they need to be remade? Signage at a 
flying site is very important; treat your signs as such. 
Additional or new signs and posters for Safety and RC 
Frequency can be purchased through AMA for a small fee. 
Contact the AMA club secretary (ext . 291 or 
loism@modelaircraft.org) to order. 

• Lastly, what is your club’s first aid supply like? Have 
supplies been used that were never replaced? Check all 
dates on supplies that can expire. Throw away anything past 
its expiration date and restock. Never use medical supplies 
that are past the date of expiration.  There is no guarantee 
that they are still of quality. 

The list  can go on and on. Each club has a different 
flying site and appearance it’s accustomed to. It’s 
important  that clubs take the time to evaluate their site 
property and make sure everything is safe and in good 
form. 

Remember: AMA and its members take pride in model 
aviation; the flying field is an extension of this pride.
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